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The principal activities of the Research Library are: the collection of 
materials related to the history of Western art and related disciplines; 
the provision of materials for the use of NMWA staff members; and the 
provision of materials for studies conducted by external museum curators 
and academic researchers. This art museum library also includes within 
its purview the publication of information on the museum’s collections 
and the management of the museum’s websites. The following is a report 
on the Research Library’s activities during the past fiscal year.
The Library contracted with Art Source (EBSCO), a journal article 
database, as one element of its collection of materials related to the art 
history and related disciplines involved with Western art from the late 
medieval period through the first half of the 20th century, and as a means 
of improving its reference services. Incorporating the former Art Index 
and other abstract services, this new digital resource allows for full-text 
access to more than 640 scholarly journals.
As part of its ongoing materials exchanges program, we sent NMWA 
publications to 224 institutions within Japan and 199 cooperating 
institutions overseas, and in exchange received numerous publications 
from Japanese and overseas art museums and research institutions.
The cataloguing of materials continued with the use of the Neo 
CILIUS system purchased in the last fiscal year, resulting in the addition 
of 1,006 records for books and 456 records for serials to the catalogue.
With the aim of improving library services, and in order to participate 
in the artlibraries.net (http://ww.artlibraries.net) virtual international 
catalogue for art history, we carried out joint research with the National 
Museum of Modern Art, Tokyo, and the National Institute of Informatics. 
The art libraries system was begun in the late 1990s in Germany and 
today the major art libraries of Europe and North America participate. 
This makes this meta search engine an extremely valuable tool in art-
related research.
In other matters, we have begun taking reservations by e-mail in order 
to improve user experience at the Research Library.
Regarding the publication of information on works in the NMWA 
collection, again this year the library received a Grant-in-Aid for 
Publication of Scientific Research Results from the Japan Society for 
the Promotion of Science to assist with the data entry into the museum’s 
collections management system. This year we worked on registering 
the contents of our collection on the Artize MA collections management 
system. This year’s focus was on completing registration of signature and 
date inscription information.
The Research Library also supports the collections management 
system that manages the storage location information for all works and 
the management of related images, and we have now expanded our 
functions to be able to support the management of bibliographic materials 
related to artworks. Previously artwork-related bibliographic materials 
were managed via paper copies housed in the “curatorial file” for each 
art work, but through this expansion of capabilities, we have established 
the basis for managing these materials in a digital format, and thus 
strengthened the management system overall for bibliographic materials.
The NMWA’s collection management system was selected as a 
working model for the “digital archive” presented in the Museum 
Information-Media segment of The Open University of Japan’s Fiscal 
2013 program. We provided full cooperation during the production of the 
program.
Regarding the collections database publicly available on the Internet, 
given the gradual increase in devices that do not utilize Adobe Flash 
format, revisions were made to the interface. These changes mean that 
the Permanent Collections page of the NMWA website is now visible on 
smart phones and tablets (effective March 29, 2013).
Along with the provision of information on the NMWA website, we 
are also participating in Google’s Art Project. As of April 3, 2012, data on 
164 works in the NMWA collection were made available on the Google 
site. The Art Project provides a service whereby the user can see high-
resolution images of art works and 360-degree views of museum interiors 
(Google Street View). This program began in February 2011 with the 
participation of 17 museums in Europe and America. The NMWA joined 
the project during its second phase, which invited the participation of 
art museums from throughout the world, including museums in Asia, 
Africa and South America. The second phase includes 151 art museums 
participating from 40 countries, for a gathering of data on more than 
30,000 art works. In addition to the NMWA, other participant Japanese 
museums include the Adachi Museum of Art, Ohara Museum of Art, 
Suntory Museum of Art, Tokyo National Museum, and the Bridgestone 
Museum of Art, for the presentation of 567 artworks in Japanese 
collections to viewers worldwide.
Other than works in the collection, there has been increasing number 
of requests for information related to the Matsukata Collection, and 
as the first stage in making that material available, we have received a 
Grants-in-Aid for Scientific Research for the “Collection of Overseas 
Materials Related to the Matsukata Collection and its Dissemination” 
(Representative: Mina Oya). A survey of exhibitions of the Matsukata 
Collection held from the Taishô through Shôwa eras was conducted and 
work progresses on making the results of that study available on the 
NMWA website.
In order to engage with the rapidly expanding Social Networking 
Services (SNS), on October 10, 2013, the NMWA opened its official 
Facebook page. Along with the NMWA website, our Facebook page will 
be used to announce exhibitions and events at the NMWA.
The Research Library welcomed one researcher and one intern as 
part of its Independent Administrative Institution National Art Museums 
Curator Training program. This training provided participants with an 
opportunity increase their knowledge and skills related to collection 
databases and reference tools.  (Masako Kawaguchi)
[Major Acquisitions]
La Rivista Nova. Year I, nos. 1 (11 April 1914) – 31 (5 November 1914)
Sele Arte: Architettura-Scultura-Pittura-Grafica-Arti Decorative e 
Industriali-Arti della Visione. Year I, nos. 1 (July 1952) – Year XIII, 
77/78 (June 1966)
[New Digital Source Subscriptions]
Art Source
[Research Library Usage]
Number of days open: 98
Registered users: new users 71 (renewals 69)
Visitors: 396
Books loaned: 708 works (for a total of 1,712 items)
Photocopies made: 1,005 items (for a total of 11,712 pages)
Photographs: 32 items (for a total of 336 images)
Reference queries: 13 items
[Website data]
Access: 11,243,430 page hits (including hits to the Collection Database)
[NMWA Collection Database]
Available data: 4,280 items of text data, 4,664 items of visual images
Access: 1,511,494 page hits
